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 In the early morning hours of January 13, 1967, the Jamaica area of Queens 

would be rocked by a gas leak and fire that would destroy several buildings and 

test the New York City Fire Department (FDNY).   

 The Brooklyn Union Gas (BUG) Company received a call from the NYPD 

reporting an odor of gas at 101st Avenue and 

Cresskill Place at 0515 hours.  BUG sent a service 

crew to the area.  (The Brooklyn Union Gas 

Company is now known as “National Grid.”) 

 It was seasonably cold and there was a wind 

of 5 mph blowing from the Southwest.  At 0517 

hours, there was an alarm transmitted for Queens 

Box 8803.  At 0519 hours, another Queens box was 

transmitted for box 4758 located at 101st Avenue and Cresskill Place.  This box 

was about ¾ mile from box 8803.  Engine 298 (normally assigned 3rd due) and 

Ladder 127 (normally assigned 2nd due) would be assigned first due to box 4758.   

 As Engine 298 approached the alarm box location, a roaring sound could be 

heard as the gas was leaking from the street.  When Engine 298’s apparatus 

approached the location, the engine stalled.  Engine 298 stalled behind a 

commercial truck.  As Ladder 127 arrived, their engine stalled as well.  They were 

located behind Engine 298 and in front of a paint factory on 101st Avenue.  The 

engines stalled due to the heavy concentrations of natural gas in the air and not 

enough oxygen.   

 The noise from the escaping gas hampered 

communications between fire units.  The sound was 

deafening.  It also created a gas cloud that remained 

close to the ground.  Companies responding in to 

the box from the downwind side could smell the 

leaking gas five blocks away.   

 As firefighters dismounted their apparatus, 

they recognized the life hazard that was presented 
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before them.  A largely residential neighborhood was being directly threatened by 

the gas leak coming from a 24 inch gas main.  The firefighters started going up the 

block and evacuating buildings.  Police Officers from the 103 Precinct were also 

assisting in the evacuation of 

buildings.   

 At 0525 hours, the BUG crew 

of two men arrived at the scene.  

Their service truck stalled just as the 

fire apparatus did.  The two man 

BUG service crew quickly realized 

that the leak was beyond their 

capability.  They called for a 

“Distribution Crew.” 

 The Brooklyn Union Gas company monitored the gas pressure within their 

system.  The monitoring showed a noticeable drop in gas pressure which sounded 

an alarm in their office.  The on-duty personnel at BUG put more gas into the 

system and alerted crews that there was a leak somewhere in the system. 

 Coming from box 8803, Battalion Chief Fay of the 51 Battalion arrived at 

Box 4758 at 0531 hours.  After a quick size-up, he transmitted a 2nd alarm to get 

more manpower to evacuate the neighborhood.   

 There was some reluctance on the part of the building occupants to leave 

their homes.  There were some people that didn’t react to the urgency of their 

situation.  There were reported incidents that adults in the affected buildings 

delayed their evacuation.  In these instances, a firefighter would pick up one of 

their children to bring them to an area of safety.  The parents followed in tow.  

The extremely loud noise coming from the gas leak helped the evacuation.  It 

awakened everyone near the leak.  Although, the loud noise did cause some 

disorientation in the evacuating occupants.   

 The time was 0536 hours.  Deputy Chief Weinhofer of the 13th Division was 

responding to the gas leak.  When Deputy Chief Weinhofer was about 500 feet 
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from box 4758, the leaking gas 

ignited.  Deputy Chief Weinhofer 

promptly transmitted a 3rd Alarm.  

There was no explosion 

accompanying the ignition, but 

there was a loud noise when it 

ignited.  The flames went as high 

as 85 feet and they were about 15 

feet in diameter.  The flames 

were reported to be the Empire 

State Building, 10 miles away.  It 

is not known what caused the 

ignition of the gas.   

 Once the gas was ignited, 

the FDNY’s concerns about the 

exposure problems came to 

fruition.  The apparatus of Engine 

298, and Ladder 127 ignited and 

were completely engulfed in 

flames.  The commercial truck that was stalled in front of Engine 298 was on fire 

as well.  The BUG Service truck that responded to the scene was fully involved in 

fire.  The overhead wires at 101st Avenue and Brisbin Street started to burn and 

fell to the street.  The wooden 

overhead door of the paint 

factory on the 101st Avenue 

side of the building ignited.  At 

0539 hours, the 13th Division 

transmitted a 4th Alarm.   

 The 4 story, brick and 

wood joist multiple dwelling at 

97-34 Allendale Street was the 
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building most endangered.  The rear of this multiple 

dwelling was being threatened by the fire in the fully 

involved paint factory.  Multiple hand lines were 

stretched to the interior and the roof of the multiple 

dwelling.   

 There were multiple buildings now on fire.  The 

burning column of gas ignited buildings on 101st Avenue 

from direct flame contact.  Radiant heat transfer was 

also responsible for the growing fire problem.  In 

addition to the fronts of the buildings, the plume of fire 

was radiating heat downward onto the roofs of 

buildings.  The buildings 

that had asphalt siding and 

roofing were quickly 

affected by the fire.  The 

13th Division transmitted a 

5th alarm at 0547 hours.   

 At 0600 hours, the 

first Brooklyn Union Gas 

Distribution Crew arrived at 

the scene.  They started 

shutting down the gas.  The 

gas could not be shut down at one point.  The leak was coming from a “medium 

pressure distribution line.”  The spurs branching off the distribution line had to be 

shut off first.  There were 19 spur lines off the affected distribution line.  In 

addition to the Brooklyn Union Gas 

crews, Consolidated Edison sent crews 

to the scene to assist in controlling the 

gas. 
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Numerous hand lines were being stretched from the perimeter of the 

incident and into the rear yards of the buildings.  This allowed the firefighters to 

make entry into the rear of the buildings and avoid the column of fire and radiant 

heat coming from the gas fire.  Large caliber streams were used to cool down 

unignited buildings.  Three Satellite Units were called to the scene.  They were 

positioned so their large master streams could be used to help extinguish the 

massive fire.  There were 76 hand lines stretched at this fire.  Manpower had to 

be used for water relay operations.  The Super Pumper Tender was used to lay 

out two 1,000 foot supply lines fed by a 48 inch water main located at Liberty 

Avenue and Sutphin Boulevard. 
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At 0601 hours, 10 Engines were 

special called.  At 0607 hours, 8 Engines 

were special called.  At 0657 hours, 11 

Engines were special called.  These 

special calls were the equivalent of 

transmitting 13 alarms which was the 

highest alarm response in FDNY history 

to that point.   

 At 0710 hours, the flames were 

starting to become smaller from the efforts of the BUG crews in shutting off the 

gas valves.  The flames were 

very small by 0800 hours.  A 

plug was put in place by 

0920 hours.   

 The fire was placed 

under control at 0951 hours.  

The fire completely 

destroyed nine buildings.  

Eight other buildings were 

severely damaged.           

Four city blocks were 

involved in fire.  There 

were hundreds of 

people evacuated and 

there were no civilian 

injuries.  There were 

two NYPD Police 

Officers and one 

Firefighter that had 

minor injuries.   
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