
Fireman Al Bold 

 The story of Engine 60, Ladder 17, Ladder 17-2 and Battalion 14 of 1974 

actually begins on May 14, 1974 at the quarters of Engine 294 and Ladder 143 in 

Queens.  It was the change of tours, 0905 hours.  

The Richmond Hill firehouse was receiving a 

delivery of 300 gallons of gasoline from the 

Mobil Oil Corporation of Scarsdale.  The delivery 

man was Walter Block, age 50.  The gasoline 

storage tank was located in the cellar of the 

firehouse.  On housewatch was Fireman Al Bold.   



 At the change of tours in the firehouse, firemen 

noticed a heavy odor of fumes in the firehouse.  Fireman 

(Fr.) Tom Kilkenny of Ladder 143 noticed the fumes.  The 

housewatchman, Al Bold, and the Lieutenant of Ladder 143 

Walter Mischke started down the cellar stairs to investigate 

the odor and to shut-down the oil burner.  Suddenly, the 

fumes reached an ignition source in the cellar and ignited 

the heavier-than-air vapors.  A violent explosion ensued.  

Lieutenant Mischke was thrown to the floor.  Al Bold was 

enveloped in a ball of fire. 

 A service station operator from across the street 

named Rocco Guaricci said that he heard a loud 

explosion and witnessed a fireman’s helmet being blown 

out the apparatus door.  Firemen came running out of 

the firehouse with severe injuries.  Fr. Tom Kilkenny had 

an injured shoulder from being blown against a wall.  

One fireman had his clothing almost burned off of him.  

He was still on fire while his comrades extinguished the flames from his clothing.  

Lieutenant Walter Mischke of Ladder 143 was burned.  He would later be 

admitted to the Burn Center.  There 

were 14 other firefighters that were 

injured with cuts, burns and bruises.  

These 14 firefighters were treated and 

released from Jamaica Hospital. 

 The firefighter on housewatch, 

Fr. Al Bold, was severely injured.  He 

received burns to 75% of his body.  His 

injuries were so severe, Fr. Bold was 

given last rites.  Initially, Al Bold was 

taken to Jamaica Hospital.  Fire 

Commissioner John T. O’Hagan rushed to Jamaica Hospital.  He called Dr. John 

Stein, who was well known for his expertise on burn injuries.  Dr. Stein worked 

out of Jacoby Hospital in the Bronx.  He recommended that Fr. Bold be taken to 



the Burn Center at Jacoby Hospital.  Fire Commissioner O’Hagan 

requested a Coast Guard helicopter to transport Fr. Bold to 

Jacoby Hospital.  The helicopter landed at Jacoby Hospital at 

1118 hours.  They were escorted by an NYPD helicopter.   

 Fireman Alfred Bold was in for a long hard fight to stay 

alive.  Doctors were pessimistic about Fireman Bold’s survival.  

One doctor stated that he is fortunate that he did not open his 

mouth during the explosion.  Al Bold did not inhale any fire.   

 

 

Harry Hoey was appointed to the New York 

City Fire 

Department 

(FDNY) on 

September 14, 

1968.  Upon 

graduation from 

Proby School, he was assigned to Engine 60 in the South 

Bronx.  It wasn’t long before Harry developed a 

reputation of being an aggressive firefighter.  He made 

his first rescue on June 1, 1970 and was awarded a Class 

‘A’ (an act of personal bravery in conjunction with 

initiative and capability).  His fellow firefighters noticed 

Harry and had to physically hold him back at times.  It 

seemed that whenever Harry Hoey was working, he had 

the nozzle.  The Captain of Ladder 17, Mike Laffey, 

recruited him to transfer into Ladder 17.  Harry had four years in Engine 60 before 

he transferred into Ladder 17 on July 14, 1973. 

 Fireman Harry Hoey was a community-minded man.  He was a math 

student at Hunter College.  He used his knowledge and tutored kids from the 

neighborhood around the firehouse in mathematics.  Once the children were 

prepared for their math test, Harry Hoey would send them on their way with a 

promise of treat of ice cream if they passed their test.   



 Harry also noted that the Senior 

Citizens in the Mott Haven Senior Citizens 

Center seemed to go unnoticed.  He 

started having a lunch in the firehouse for 

the Seniors.  Initially, it was chicken soup 

and bread.  By 1973, the lunch evolved to 

a turkey dinner with all the trimmings.  

Harry got the whole firehouse involved in 

these events.  On the June 14, 1973 

event, there was a procession of eighty 

Senior Citizens going from the Senior 

Citizen Center to the firehouse.  This 

procession was led by Fireman Bill Duffy 

as he played his bagpipes. 

 At Christmas time, Harry Hoey 

wanted to give again.  He and a group 

of firefighters from his firehouse 

solicited donations of toys from the 

merchants along 149th Street.  The 

toys were delivered by Santa Claus 

via Ladder 17’s Tower Ladder Basket 

to the third floor of Lincoln Hospital, 

the pediatric ward. 



 At 2150 hours on 

October 29, 1973, Bronx Box 

2195 was transmitted.  Engine 

60, Ladder 17 and Battalion 14 

were first due.  The address 

was 420 Willis Avenue.  Fr. 

Harry Hoey was working in 

Ladder 17 that night and he 

was assigned the “Can”.  

Captain Mike Laffey was the 

boss in Ladder 17.  Upon 

arrival, there was a fire on the top floor of a five-story occupied old-law 

tenement.  The forcible entry team of Ladder 17 raced to the top floor for vent, 

entry and search.  People in the street started 

shouting that there were people trapped on the 

top floor.  Fire was burning through the top of the 

apartment door of 5-T.  Smoke was banked down 

in the top floor public hallway and fire was 

extending to the cockloft.  Captain Laffey and Fr. 

Hoey started a search of the adjoining apartment, 

apartment 5-S.   

A determined search was made in the heavy 

smoke.  The searching firefighters heard a moan.  

Fr. Hoey found Maria Rivera, age 14 unconscious 

on the floor.  Harry took Maria Rivera to the 

window to remove her via aerial ladder.  The tip 

of Ladder 17-2’s aerial ladder could not make it to 

the window.  Fr. Hoey had to make it back 

through the heavily charged apartment with 

Maria Rivera.  Fr. Hoey’s body was giving out from the punishment the fire was 

dealing out.  He made it to the public hallway and turned Maria Rivera over to 

other firefighters.  Captain Laffey rescued a woman named Carmella Velez, age 

34, from the same apartment.  Fr. Harry Hoey was admitted to Lincoln Hospital 

overnight as he was treated for smoke inhalation and heat exhaustion. 



  

 Upon return to the firehouse from medical leave, Fr. Hoey found out that 

his Captain, Mike Laffey, was writing him up for his actions at 420 Willis Avenue.  

The Board of Merit met and Fr. Harry Hoey was awarded a Class III award (an act 

of unusual personal risk).  Fr. Harry Hoey would be going to Medal Day in 1974. 

 Medal Day for the FDNY would be held on June 4, 1974 at the gymnasium 

of Pace University.  In attendance were his wife Doris, and three children, 

Thomas, David and Christopher.  Harry’s parents were there too.  Also in 

attendance was a large contingent from Engine 60, Ladder 17, Ladder 17-2, and 

Battalion 14.  When Mayor Abraham Beame placed the Thomas F. Dougherty 

Medal around Fr. Hoey’s neck, a loud roar came from his friends.  Harry Hoey was 

admired by those who knew him.  In addition to his humanitarian activities, Fr. 

Harry Hoey was a hero. 

 



On June 12, 1974, Fr. Harry 

Hoey was working the night tour in 

Ladder 17.  Shortly after 2200 

hours, Bronx Box 2230 was 

transmitted.  Ladder 17 was 

dispatched to a reported fire on 

the fourth floor of a five-story old 

law tenement.  The fire was 

located at 412 East 148 Street.  Fr. 

Hoey had the Outside Vent.  He 

and Fr. Francis Duffy (who had the 

Roof position) started their ascent 

in the tower ladder bucked to get 

to the roof.  There were reported 

people trapped on the roof.   

 Upon clearing the cornice, 

Fr. Hoey raised the bucket fifteen 

feet above the roof line so he and 

Fr. Duffy could see above the 

clouds of thick smoke.  They spotted an elderly man and woman and their dog 

squatting near the stairway bulkhead door.  They were frightened.  Fr. Hoey 

placed the tower ladder bucket on the high cornice.  Fr. Duffy left the tower 

ladder bucket to go and check on the elderly couple. 



 Once Fr. Duffy left the bucket, Fr. Hoey noticed that the bucket was stuck 

on the cornice.  Something from the bucket was lodged into the ornamental 

metal and tar covered edifice.  Fr. Hoey tried to raise the bucket.  

 The rpm’s of the apparatus increased as the boom tried to respond to the 

commands of the controls.  Suddenly, the bucket freed itself from its 

entanglement.  There was enormous built-up pressure in the tower ladder.  The 

bucket whipped to the 90 degree position and, just as quickly, it whipped back 

toward the building.  When 

the bucket whipped toward 

the building, Fr. Hoey was 

catapulted from the tower 

ladder bucket.  He hit the fire 

escape on the front of the 

tenement several times on his 

way down before he struck 

the ground.  He was drapped 

over the inboard apparatus 

tormentor.   



 Fr. Harry Hoey was seriously injured.  

He was quickly surrounded by his fellow 

firefighters in an effort to get him medical 

attention.  They didn’t have a back board so 

they ripped a door off of a vacant 

apartment in the tenement and used that as 

a make-shift stretcher. Fr. Francis Duffy 

heard the commotion on the roof.  He 

rushed to the front of the building and he 

saw in horror that the tower ladder bucket 

that once had Fr. Hoey in it, was empty.  Fr. 

Hoey was rushed to Lincoln Hospital.  Fr. 

Harry Hoey was pronounced dead in the 

Emergency Room of Lincoln Hospital. 



 

  



 Doris Hoey was rushed to Lincoln Hospital.  A police escort facilitated her 

arrival.  Dr. John Stein was there as well as Fire Commissioner John T. O’Hagan.  

Dr. Stein told Fire Commissioner O’Hagan that if Doris Hoey would give her 

permission, Fr. Harry Hoey’s skin could save the life of Fr. Al Bold who was 

seriously burned on May 14th.  Captain Mike Laffey of Ladder 17 arrived at the 

hospital off-duty.  Monsignor Jablonski was at the 

hospital and wanted to be the one to tell Doris Hoey 

about the situation.  Captain Laffey insisted that he 

be the person to talk to Mrs. Hoey.  Once she arrived 

at Lincoln Hospital, she was taken to an adjoining 

room with Captain Laffey.  He explained to her that 

Harry died a hero.  He explained the situation with 

Fr. Al Bold and that he may die tomorrow if he 

doesn’t get a skin graft.  “A life still depends on 

Harry.”  Doris Hoey agreed to donate her husband’s 

skin to save the life of Fr. Al Bold.  Dr. Stein 

performed surgery on Al Bold the next day.  Al Bold 

lived largely because of the skin donated from Harry 

Hoey.  Newspaper headlines called it a miracle. 

 The funeral for Fr. Harry Hoey was held on June 15, 1974.  The funeral mass 

was held at Saint Joseph’s Roman Catholic 

Church in Kings Park.  The streets were lined 

with firefighters who openly wept at the 

thought of losing such a man.  Fr. Ronald 

Sederio and Fr. Francis Duffy spoke glowingly 

about their friend even though they were 

enveloped in grief.  In addition to Doris Hoey 

and her three children, Mr. and Mrs. Alfonse 

Bold were in attendance.  They were the 

parents of Fr. Al Bold who received the skin 

from Harry Hoey.  “We felt we had to pay 

tribute to a brave man.”  Harry Hoey was 34 years old.  May he rest in peace.  

Never forget! 

 



 



The fire companies that 

occupied the firehouse on 

341 East 143rd Street in the Bronx continued responding to fires even though 

sorrow gripped the firefighters.  The remaining firefighters in the firehouse had to 

fill the boots of Harry Hoey. 

 On October 29, 1974 at 1657 hours Bronx Box 2110 was transmitted for a 

fire in a 1 ½ story warehouse at 75 Willis Avenue near the Penn Central Railroad 

yard.  The building was located near the Bronx side of the Willis Avenue Bridge.  It 

was a large building, 50 ft. x 400 ft.  The fire went to a third alarm.  During the 

course of the fire, the Chief in command of the fire ordered power to be removed 

in the railroad yard in the area of the fire. 

 The fire was placed under control at approximately 1900 hours.  It was time 

to start picking up hose lines and put equipment away.  There was a 35-foot 

portable ladder in the rear of the building that had to be lowered and stowed on 

Ladder 17-2’s apparatus. 

 Unbeknownst to the operating firefighters at the scene, power had been at 

least partially restored to the area.  There was a wire that ran the length of the 

building that was concealed in the darkness.   



 At 2120 hours, Firefighters Johnnie Williams, Russell T. Linneball, both of 

Ladder 17-2 and Victor Secrete of Ladder 29 went to the rear of the building to 

retrieve the 35-foot portable ladder.  Fr. Williams and Fr. Linneball held onto the 

beams of the ladder.  Fr. Secrete pushed the ladder away from the building so it 

would be vertical.  Fr. Secrete let go of the aluminum ladder to grab the halyard 

so the ladder could be 

lowered.  As soon as he 

grabbed the halyard, the top 

of the ladder came in contact 

with the concealed wire.  

11,000 volts were 

transmitted from the wire to 

the aluminum portable 

ladder.  Firefighters Williams 

and Linneball were both 

killed instantly. 

 Fireman Johnnie 

Williams grew up in an apartment house across the street from Engine 60 and 

Ladder 17.  It stirred something in him when he would hear the sirens of the fire 

apparatus responding to alarms.  He wanted to be a Fireman.  He joined the U.S. 

Air Force and served in Korea.  Johnnie earned his High School diploma on the GI 

Bill.  He took the test to become an FDNY Fireman and was appointed on 

December 3, 1966 and was assigned to Squad 1.   

 Fireman Johnnie Williams jumped at the opportunity to be assigned to the 

newly formed Ladder 17-2, in his old neighborhood.  He was a charter member of 

the new unit and was assigned there on October 3, 1970.  While he was there, he 

distinguished himself as a highly respected member of the company.  He was 

active in the Explorer program at Engine 60, Ladder 17, and Ladder 17-2.  He was 

well known for his attention to detail. 



  



Fireman Williams’ 

Captain was Matthew 

Murtagh.  Upon his 

death, he was quoted 

in the newspapers 

saying that he was one 

of the better members 

of the company.  His 

funeral was held at the 

Broadway Temple of 

the United Methodist 

Church at 173 Street and Broadway.  Johnnie Williams was 40 years old.  Fr. 

Williams left behind his wife Margaret and two children, Michael, age 16, and 

Jeanette, age 10.  May he rest in peace.  Never forget! 

 Russell T. Linneball was a Proby.  He joined the FDNY on January 26, 1974.  

He was assigned to Ladder 17-2 upon graduation from Proby School.  His Captain, 

Matthew Murtagh, praised him as a young man with tremendous promise.  He 

was an aggressive and dedicated fireman.  He had already earned his college 

degree in Fire Science.  He received his degree from City University posthumously 

on June 13, 1975.  He was supposed to receive his diploma in January 1975.  His 

funeral was held at the Church of Saint Rita at 36-25 11th Street, Long Island City, 

Queens.  Fr. Linneball was a bachelor and was survived by his family.  May he rest 

in peace.  Never forget! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

The incident involving Harry Hoey 

changed our operations.  In every 

tower ladder bucket there are 

restraining safety belts.            

Use them!    

 No excuses! 

  

 

 

Connecting to Harness D Ring Wearing safety belt directly 



 



There is no safe time on the fire ground.  The 

incident involving Firefighters Williams and Linneball 

was under control.  They were putting equipment 

back on the fire apparatus.  Continually look for 

hazards and point them out to other firefighters.  If 

possible, illuminate the hazard so others can see it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Al Bold incident brought attention 

to the need for more Burn Centers.  This is 

when the NY Firefighters Burn Center 

Foundation was formed. 

 The Al Bold incident brought national 

attention to firefighter’s uniforms.  At the 

time of his fire, the uniforms were polyester.  

In order to properly protect yourself, wear 

uniforms issued by the Quartermaster. 

  

 

 When we order power removed at a subway/railroad incident, we never 

order power to be restored.  We make a radio transmission to the dispatcher and 

state:  “Fire Department Operations have concluded and we no longer require 

power off.”  After the Williams/Linneball incident, there was an investigation into 

the circumstances of the event that never issued a report.  It is unknown who 

restored power to the railroad yard.  The FDNY did not order anyone to restore 

power. 



 Statistics tell us that there are more firefighter injuries during the overhaul 

stage of the fire than any other time.   

 The building is weakened at the overhauling stage and it didn’t get stronger 

because we knocked the fire down.   

 We may let our guard down looking for hazards during the overhauling 

stage.   

 We may have removed protective equipment due to the heat during the 

overhauling stage.  Don’t fall into that trap.  Continue vigilance and wear your 

protective equipment. 

 All ladders conduct electricity.  
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