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1. You arrive to find an apartment building has collapsed.  There are no reports of people missing 

or trapped.  What are your initial actions as first responders at the awareness level? 
 
 
2. What are your concerns regarding scene security and safety?  How would you begin the rescue 

or recovery operation? 
 
 
3. How would you notify a trained and equipped rescue team for this situation?  Are there any 

other procedures at the department level that must be completed for this incident? 
 
 
4. What actions can you take while the trained and equipped rescue team is responding and as-

sembling on the scene? 
 
 
5. What support activities can the first-in companies perform to assist the trained and equipped 

rescue team during the incident? 
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1. You arrive to find the water dept. supervisor at the top of the access to the water treatment 

pumping station.  He states that a co-worker is unconscious at the bottom of the pit.  What are 
your initial actions as first responders at the awareness level? 

 
 
2. What are your concerns regarding scene security and safety?  How would you begin the rescue 

or recovery operation? 
 
 
3. How would you notify a trained and equipped rescue team for this situation?  Are there any 

other procedures at the department level that must be completed for this incident? 
 
 
4. What actions can you take while the trained and equipped rescue team is responding and as-

sembling on the scene? 
 
 
5. What support activities can the first-in companies perform to assist the trained and equipped 

rescue team during the incident? 
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1. You arrive to find a building supervisor at the lobby entrance to a high rise office building.  He 

states that a worker has fallen from a platform and is hanging by a rope several stories in the 
air.  What are your initial actions as first responders at the awareness level? 

 
 
2. What are your concerns regarding scene security and safety?  How would you begin the rescue 

or recovery operation? 
 
 
3. How would you notify a trained and equipped rescue team for this situation?  Are there any 

other procedures at the department level that must be completed for this incident? 
 
 
4. What actions can you take while the trained and equipped rescue team is responding and as-

sembling on the scene? 
 
 
5. What support activities can the first-in companies perform to assist the trained and equipped 

rescue team during the incident? 
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1. You arrive to find a construction worker at a job site frantically trying to dig a co-worker out 

from under a trench wall that has collapsed.  A backhoe is also in operation attempting to do the 
same.  He states that a worker is trapped under the soil.  What are your initial actions as first 
responders at the awareness level? 

 
 
2. What are your concerns regarding scene security and safety?  How would you begin the rescue 

or recovery operation? 
 
 
3. How would you notify a trained and equipped rescue team for this situation?  Are there any 

other procedures at the department level that must be completed for this incident? 
 
 
4. What actions can you take while the trained and equipped rescue team is responding and as-

sembling on the scene? 
 
 
5. What support activities can the first-in companies perform to assist the trained and equipped 

rescue team during the incident? 
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1. You arrive to find a neighbor who witnessed a child go out onto the thin ice to retrieve a dog 

that fell through.  The victim is still visible at the edge of the hole in the ice.  What are your ini-
tial actions as first responders at the awareness level? 

 
 
2. What are your concerns regarding scene security and safety?  How would you begin the rescue 

or recovery operation? 
 
 
3. How would you notify a trained and equipped rescue team for this situation?  Are there any 

other procedures at the department level that must be completed for this incident? 
 
 
4. What actions can you take while the trained and equipped rescue team is responding and as-

sembling on the scene? 
 
 
5. What support activities can the first-in companies perform to assist the trained and equipped 

rescue team during the incident? 
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1. You arrive at the scene of your local Forest Preserve on a Winter day where a teacher reports 

two of the children have been missing for approx. 45 minutes.  What are your initial actions as 
first responders at the awareness level? 

 
 
2. What are your concerns regarding scene security and safety?  How would you begin the rescue 

or recovery operation? 
 
 
3. How would you notify a trained and equipped rescue team for this situation?  Are there any 

other procedures at the department level that must be completed for this incident? 
 
 
4. What actions can you take while the trained and equipped rescue team is responding and as-

sembling on the scene? 
 
 
5. What support activities can the first-in companies perform to assist the trained and equipped 

rescue team during the incident? 

Wilderness RescueWilderness RescueWilderness RescueWilderness Rescue    
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1. You arrive at the scene of a car vs. train accident at a grade crossing. The front of the train and 

the car are approx. 200 yards down the track from the crossing. What are your initial actions 
as first responders at the awareness level? 

 
 
2. What are your concerns regarding scene security and safety?  How would you begin the rescue 

or recovery operation? 
 
 
3. How would you notify a trained and equipped rescue team for this situation?  Are there any 

other procedures at the department level that must be completed for this incident? 
 
 
4. What actions can you take while the trained and equipped rescue team is responding and as-

sembling on the scene? 
 
 
5. What support activities can the first-in companies perform to assist the trained and equipped 

rescue team during the incident? 

Vehicle RescueVehicle RescueVehicle RescueVehicle Rescue    
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1. You arrive at a local factory to find a worker with his arm trapped in the gears of a food process-

ing machine up to the elbow.  What are your initial actions as first responders at the aware-
ness level? 

 
 
2. What are your concerns regarding scene security and safety?  How would you begin the rescue 

or recovery operation? 
 
 
3. How would you notify a trained and equipped rescue team for this situation?  Are there any 

other procedures at the department level that must be completed for this incident? 
 
 
4. What actions can you take while the trained and equipped rescue team is responding and       

assembling on the scene? 
 
 
5. What support activities can the first-in companies perform to assist the trained and equipped 

rescue team during the incident? 

Machinery RescueMachinery RescueMachinery RescueMachinery Rescue    
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1. You are dispatched during a heavy period of rain to reports of a car submerged in the water  

with occupants trapped inside.  You arrive and find 2 or more occupants of the car on top of the 
car who are very anxious for rescue from the rapidly rising flood waters.  What are your initial 
actions as first responders at the awareness level? 

 
 
2. What are your concerns regarding scene security and safety?  How would you begin the rescue 

or recovery operation? 
 
 
3. How would you notify a trained and equipped rescue team for this situation?  Are there any 

other procedures at the department level that must be completed for this incident? 
 
 
4. What actions can you take while the trained and equipped rescue team is responding and       

assembling on the scene? 
 
 
5. What support activities can the first-in companies perform to assist the trained and equipped 

rescue team during the incident? 

Flood RescueFlood RescueFlood RescueFlood Rescue    
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1. You are dispatched to a local fishing lake for a man who has fallen from a row boat and is in dis-

tress.  You arrive to find the person in the water away from the boat frantically calling for help 
and in much distress.  He is beyond the reach of personnel on shore and no other boats are in 
the water in his area.  What are your initial actions as first responders at the awareness level? 

 
 
2. What are your concerns regarding scene security and safety?  How would you begin the rescue 

or recovery operation? 
 
 
3. How would you notify a trained and equipped rescue team for this situation?  Are there any 

other procedures at the department level that must be completed for this incident? 
 
 
4. What actions can you take while the trained and equipped rescue team is responding and       

assembling on the scene? 
 
 
5. What support activities can the first-in companies perform to assist the trained and equipped 

rescue team during the incident? 

Water RescueWater RescueWater RescueWater Rescue    


