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The engine company takes i t ’s  l ine  to  the top of  the sta i rs  lead ing to  the 
basement .   Search  teams proceed  upsta i rs  to  the  bedrooms.   Search  

teams operat ing above the  f i re  are  a t  great  r isk .   Ladders  should be ra ised 
to  second- f loor  windows as  soon as  personnel  are  ava i lab le ,  and 

personnel  must  be  advised immediate ly  of  f i re  extension or  i f  th e  e n g i n e  
company is  unable  to  contro l  the  f i re .   

Hosel ine  goes through the  f ront  door  
to  the  top of  the  basement  s ta i rs ;   
checks  fo r  upward  ex tens ion  and  

protects  search personnel .

Search teams are  d ispatched to  
s e c o n d -f loor  bedrooms,  

search ing  a long the  hosel ine  as i t  
i s  advanced down the  ha l lway .
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The fire blocks stairway access and egress from the second floor .  
Search teams bypass the fire by locating, entering, and searching 

bedrooms from the windows.  Doors are closed immediately to isolate 
the bedrooms from fire.

Fire blocks the stairwell, preventing 
occupants from escaping and rescuers from 

gaining access to the bedrooms

Engine company 
fights its way in, to 

protect the stairway.

Rescuers locate, enter, 
and search the 

bedrooms from the 
windows.
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The fire prevents rapid access to bedrooms.  Search teams bypassthe fire by entering the 
bedrooms directly from the windows.  Doors are closed immediately to isolate the bedrooms from 

fire.
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Review and discuss department procedures for PRIMARY SEARCH operations. 
• Describe crew accountability and communication 

• How does primary search differ from secondary search, which is completed when? 


